CNN gives Google expanded content rights in multi-year generative AI deal
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CNN has struck a multi-year partnership with Google to test how generative artificial intelligence can be woven into its news products, in a move that underscores how major media groups are trying to reshape distribution without surrendering control of their journalism. According to CNN’s announcement, the agreement gives Google enhanced content rights for experimental features across its products, with both companies aiming to find new ways for audiences to discover and engage with CNN reporting.
Sam Felix, CNN’s senior vice-president for strategic partnerships and business development, said the tie-up would open “new pathways” for audiences to access the network’s journalism while ensuring CNN is compensated for the use of its intellectual property in AI products. He added that Google’s advances in generative AI have altered how people find information, and that the partnership will help CNN explore new routes to reach viewers and readers.
The deal also reflects CNN’s broader effort to protect its intellectual property as artificial intelligence becomes more deeply embedded in the media business. The network said the arrangement fits within its AI strategy, which it says is designed to safeguard its rights while allowing for commercial experimentation. Financial terms were not disclosed, and the companies have described the initiative as a pilot within a wider programme by Google to test how AI tools can support news traffic and audience growth for publishers.
Industry coverage noted that the partnership arrives at a moment when technology companies and news organisations are renegotiating the terms of content use, compensation and control. For CNN, the agreement appears to be as much about commercial leverage as product development: it allows the broadcaster to participate in AI-led discovery while retaining a framework for payment, a combination that other publishers are likely to watch closely as they weigh similar deals.
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“We're fully committed to protecting your content rights.”





