Advance Local builds a safer route from AI prototypes to live newsroom tools
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Advance Local is building an internal system to help journalists turn ideas into digital reporting tools without having to master software deployment. The US media group’s approach, described by vice-president of AI innovation David Cohn at a webinar organised by the International News Media Association, is to use artificial intelligence to support newsroom work rather than simply generate articles.
The company’s stated ambition for 2026 is to give reporters and editors more scope to create interactive graphics, data tools and other storytelling formats that have traditionally depended on specialist technical skills. Advance Local operates titles including NJ.com, Cleveland.com, OregonLive, MassLive and MLive. Although they share technology infrastructure, each newsroom serves different readers and has its own editorial priorities, creating a need for common safeguards alongside local flexibility.
The main obstacle is often not producing a prototype, but getting it safely onto a live website. AI coding assistants can help journalists generate working examples, but deployment may involve tools such as GitHub, version control and operational processes that are unfamiliar to reporters. INMA’s account of the initiative describes StudioMaker as a bridge between those stages: staff can upload, edit, manage, preview and publish projects through a simplified workflow designed for people without programming experience.
The platform has already supported projects with a local focus. Cleveland.com created an interactive visualisation about women who have served as governors of Ohio. In another newsroom, reporters can enter updates in a spreadsheet and have them appear in a live blog, a format suited to elections, breaking news and major events. Other reported applications include election trackers, maps, data visualisations and a guide to dumpling restaurants in Pittsburgh.
Giving journalists more ability to build digital products also raises questions about security and oversight. According to INMA, StudioMaker checks uploaded code for vulnerabilities and compliance with technical standards. Some problems can be corrected automatically; others are referred for expert review, and projects that fail to meet requirements may be rejected. Hosting the products on company-controlled servers allows Advance Local to monitor them and remove them if necessary.
The company is also developing reusable modules, enabling staff to adapt existing components for maps, charts or live blogs rather than begin each project from scratch. That approach could make experimentation quicker, while preserving a role for technical teams in setting standards and reviewing risk. An INMA event description likewise highlights the infrastructure needed to let journalists build and update applications securely, as well as the challenge of keeping experiments manageable as they multiply.
The broader aim is to put practical problem-solving in the hands of the people closest to newsroom needs, without treating every reporter as a software developer. A Syracuse University event listing on Advance Local’s AI work also describes applications in research, transcription, data analysis and workflow automation, while emphasising that storytelling remains human-led. Together, these initiatives point to a model in which AI expands the tools available to journalists, but editorial judgement and institutional safeguards remain central.
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