Xinhua puts humanoid news presenters on stage, but newsroom role remains untested
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Xinhua has introduced two life-sized humanoid robots designed to present news, shifting its experiments with artificial presenters from screen-based avatars to physical machines. The male and female figures, named Xinyu and Xinyan, appeared at a media summit in Beijing, where Xinyan greeted the audience and read a news item. Reports by Robothot and RoboticsIntl describe the event as a public demonstration, rather than evidence that the robots are already in routine newsroom use.
The project brings together the state news agency and robotics manufacturer UBTECH. Xinhua says it holds the complete property rights to the jointly developed machines. UBTECH’s reported contribution includes manufacturing the robots and supplying bionic skin, an operating system, an emotional language model and hardware for embodied intelligence. Director Zhang Yimou led the design of their appearance, with attention to the visual conventions of news presentation as well as human-like features, according to Robothot.
Xinhua has connected the robots to its AI agent, Xinhua Yudian, which draws on the agency’s current-affairs information. The organisations say this arrangement allows the presenters to retrieve vetted material and makes their output traceable and controllable. UBTECH chairman Zhou Jian has said the system is intended to reduce the risk of fabricated claims associated with generative AI. However, IlPunto.AI notes that no independent performance benchmarks or operational results have been published, leaving the effectiveness of those safeguards unverified.
Xinhua says the robots are intended to support newsroom staff by presenting information, providing multilingual content and interacting with audiences in real time, rather than writing stories independently. Qian Tong, director of the agency’s New Media Center, has said journalists and editors will remain central to editorial work. CityNews reported that the robots can respond to questions using Xinhua’s AI tool, while also noting that their visible mechanical features remain apparent. Their demonstration therefore raises questions not only about practical use, but also about audience trust and the role of human presenters.
The announcement builds on Xinhua’s earlier experiments with artificial newsreaders. The agency introduced an English-language AI anchor in 2018, as recorded in its own report at the time. That presenter was a digital figure; the new pair are embodied machines, marking a distinct step in the form of the technology, though not yet proof of wider newsroom deployment.
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