Publishers demand Meta access without consent to content scraping
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News publishers are pressing Meta to let them keep Facebook and Instagram access even if they refuse permission for the company to collect material from their websites, sharpening a long-running dispute over how journalism is used, licensed and monetised online.
According to the World Association of News Publishers, or WAN-IFRA, the issue is no longer just about consultation but about enforceable limits. The organisation set out its position in an open letter to Meta chief executive Mark Zuckerberg, arguing that publishers should retain control over content collection, be able to negotiate licensing agreements and avoid any loss of referral traffic or platform access if they reject the company’s terms. WAN-IFRA, which says it represents more than 20,000 media brands in more than 120 countries, cast the matter as one of editorial rights as much as commercial bargaining power.
The row centres on proposed changes to Meta’s business terms that have alarmed publishers and other content owners. The concern is that the revised wording could allow the company to gather material from publishers’ sites and potentially use it in ways that extend beyond ordinary indexing, including for artificial intelligence-related development. Meta has rejected that characterisation, saying the changes do not alter its existing web-crawling practices and that site operators can still use available tools to limit automated collection. The company had already pushed the effective date back from October 30 to November 20 after backlash, and then said it would consult industry groups before moving ahead.
Publishers, however, fear that consultation alone will not protect them from terms they see as one-sided. In the letter, WAN-IFRA said the industry wants safeguards that can actually be enforced, rather than assurances that Meta will take concerns into account. The association also invited the company to meet an industry delegation representing publishers of different sizes and in different markets, signalling that the dispute is likely to broaden rather than fade.
The argument arrives against a wider backdrop of tension between technology platforms, publishers and AI companies over content scraping and compensation. Recent controversies have shown how quickly objections to automated collection can spread beyond newsrooms to creators and specialist communities, while debates over archiving and access have exposed the fragility of the web itself. In that context, the publishers’ message to Meta is less about a single contract revision than about who gets to set the terms on which journalism is discovered, copied and possibly repurposed in the age of AI.
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