Rhodes newspaper turns its archive into an AI-powered newsroom
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Dimokratiki, the long-running Rhodes daily, says its website has been rebuilt from the ground up, turning a familiar local newspaper into a far more ambitious digital platform. The 2026 redesign is built around artificial intelligence, automation and a faster reading experience, with the paper presenting the project as a step beyond the standard online offering seen at many regional and national outlets. According to Dimokratiki, the aim is not to replace journalists, but to give them a stronger technical platform and to make the news easier to navigate, listen to and save. 
The new homepage is organised to resemble a front page rather than an endless feed. Top stories are arranged prominently, while the site is divided into clear sections for local news, reports, current affairs, sport, interviews, culture, opinion and other categories. Dimokratiki says the layout also includes practical tools such as dark mode, search by section, weather information, daily name days, pharmacy listings by area and a “On this day” feature that draws on its archive. The site also displays the printed front page alongside the front pages of several Athens newspapers, reinforcing the paper’s ambition to combine local identity with broader media awareness. 
On article pages, the redesign introduces a more personal reading experience. Readers can see the author’s photograph and profile, the publication time and the estimated reading time, then adjust text size, save stories without registering and share them immediately. Dimokratiki says the site uses correct syllabification in Greek, a detail it presents as unusually rare among Greek news websites. There is also a five-reaction system that allows readers to signal agreement, appreciation, surprise, anger or questions, while exclusive stories are marked clearly and any image produced with artificial intelligence is labelled as such. 
Artificial intelligence is described by the paper as an assistant, not an author. Dimokratiki says the system works on text already written by its journalists and is explicitly tagged “Dimokratiki AI”. At the moment of publication, a custom plug-in sends the copy to a language model under strict instructions not to add facts or judgement, returning a short summary of a few sentences that appears above the article. The same text is then voiced in high-quality Greek audio, with the paper saying it has also built a pre-processing layer to handle numbers, percentages, dates, foreign names and abbreviations in a more natural spoken form. 
The audio element has become a central part of the newspaper’s offer. Dimokratiki says its daily bulletin brings together the day’s top stories in about two minutes and is distributed automatically as a podcast. It also produces short vertical videos inside the browser, complete with subtitles that synchronise with the voice, and publishes them directly to social platforms. The site’s archive has been reworked as well: according to the newspaper, tens of thousands of stories were processed by language models so that related material could be grouped more intelligently and the full back catalogue could become searchable. 
This digital reinvention also sits within a wider local conversation about technology, misinformation and journalism in Rhodes. The newspaper recently reported on a national youth consultation in the island focused on artificial intelligence, social media algorithms and democratic participation, underlining how central these issues have become locally as well as nationally. Dimokratiki’s own pitch is that its rebuilt platform, with English-language versions of every article, live services for residents and visitors, and a sizeable archive, is designed for a multilingual island audience and for readers who want news in forms beyond the printed page. 
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